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It is Fall but things are Hot
As we wait on the Lord for the selling of our  And we get excited when someone tells us that Inside this issue:
home in Milford in order to complete our we are narrowed minded by ‘suggesting’ that
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share their faith with the lost. We do not 9 ) ) -
face any form of persecution here and yet The immutability of God
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we think that if someone gets upset with our

message we try to make it all better by ton-
ing down the seriousness of the Judgment to
come. Scripture is clear, Jesus IS the only way.
| get told a lot that Jesus message was a mes-
sage of love and we must always tell people
that God loves them and not to mention sin
or any other ‘bad’ thing that might make
people not like us and therefore will not like
Jesus. If | recall correctly, Jesus’ message a
love was so well preached by Jesus himself
that the people of his time thought He was
worthy of death by being nailed to a cross.
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THE SHEPHERD’S CROOK

THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD

A Sermon Delivered on Sabbath Morning,
January 7th, 1855, by the REV. C. H.
Spurgeon At New Park Street Chapel,
Southwark

2. He changes not in his attributes. What-
ever the attributes of God were of old, that
they are now; and of each of them we may
sing "As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end,
Amen." Was he powerful?\Was he the
mighty God when he spake the world out
of the womb of nonexistence? Was he the
Omnipotent when he piled the mountains
and scooped out the hollow places for the
rolling deep? Yes, he was powerful then,
and his arm is unpalsied now, he is the
same giant in his might; the sap of his
nourishment is undried, and the strength
of his soul stands the same for ever. Was
he wise when he constituted this mighty
globe, when he laid the foundations of the
universe? Had he wisdom when he
planned the way of our salvation, and
when from all eternity he marked out his
awful plans? Yes, and he is wise now; he is
not less skillful, he has not less knowledge;
his eye which seeth all things is un-
dimmed; his ear which heareth all the
cries, sighs, sobs, and groans of his people,
is not rendered heavy by the years which
he hath heard their prayers. He is un-
changed in his wisdom, he knows as much
now as ever, neither more nor less; he has
the same consummate skill, and the same
infinite forecastings. He is unchanged,
blessed be his name, in his_justice. just and
holy was he in the past; just and holy is he
now. He is unchanged in his truth; he has
promised, and he brings it to pass; he hath
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saith it, and it shall be done. He varies not
in the goodness, and generosity, and be-
nevolence of his nature. He is not become
an Almighty tyrant, whereas he was once
an Almighty Father; but his strong love
stands like a granite rock, unmoved by the
hurricanes of our iniquity. And blessed be
his dear name, he is unchanged in his /ove.
When he first wrote the covenant, how full
his heart was with affection to his people.
He knew that his Son must die to ratify the
articles of that agreement. He knew right
well that he must rend his best beloved
from his bowels, and send him down to
earth to bleed and die. He did not hesitate
to sign that mighty covenant; nor did he
shun its fulfilment. He loves as much now
as he did then, and when suns shall cease
to shine, and moons to show their feeble
light, he still shall love on for ever and for
ever. Take any one attribute of God, and |
will write semper idem on it (always the
same). Take any one thing you can say of
God now, and it may be said not only in
the dark past, but in the bright future it
shall always remain the same: "l am Jeho-
vah, | change not.”

3. Then again, God changes not in his
plans. That man began to build, but was
not able to finish, and therefore he
changed his plan, as every wise man
would do in such a case; he built upon a
smaller foundation and commenced again.
But has it ever been said that God began
to build but was not able to finish? Nay.
When he hath boundless stores at his com-
mand, and when his own right hand
would create worlds as numerous as drops
of morning dew, shall he ever stay because

he has not power? and reverse, or alter,
or disarrange his plan, because he can-
not carry it out? "But,” say some,
"perhaps God never had a plan.” Do
you think God is more foolish than
yourself then, sir? Do you go to work
without a plan? "No," say you, ‘I have
always a scheme.” So has God. Every
man has his plan, and God has a plan
too. God is a master-mind; he arranged
everything in his gigantic intellect long
before he did it; and once having set-
tled it, mark you, he never alters it. "This
shall be done,” saith he, and the iron
hand of destiny marks it down, and it is
brought to pass. "This is my purpose,”
and it stands, nor can earth or hell alter
it. "This is my decree,” saith he, promul-
gate it angels; rend it down from the
gate of heaven ye devils; but ye cannot
alter the decree; it shall be done. God
altereth not his plans; why should he?
He is Almighty, and therefore can per-
form his pleasure. Why should he? He is
the All-wise, and therefore cannot have
planned wrongly. Why should he? He is
the everlasting God, and therefore can-
not die before his plan is accomplished.
Why should he change? Ye worthless
atoms of existence, ephemera of the
day! Ye creeping insects upon this
bayleaf of existence! ye may change
Yyourplans, but he shall never, never
change Ais. Then has he told me that
his plan is to save me? If so, | am safe.

"My name from the palms of his hands
Eternity will not erase; Impress'd on his
heart it remains, In marks of indelible
grace.” Continued on Pg. 3

WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

The staff here at the Practical Christian
Living Centre would love to hear from you.
Emails, snail mails and/or phone calls.

If you would like to submit an article to be
posted on our website for all to read, then
please email it to:

articles@PracticalChristainLivingCentre.org

If you wish to submit pieces for this news-
letter (we hope to initially publish every
quarter, but moving to monthly in the

future) please send them in as well.

If you have comments about our website,
both good and bad or items you would like to
see added or enhanced.

If you would like to subscribe to received this
newsletter in order to receive it your email in
box, please email us at:

subscribe@PracticalChristianLivingCentre.org

We look forward to hearing from youl!
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The Purpose of this Christian Ministry is to teach and help

Christians live a fulfilling life based upon Biblical principles.

In a word DISCIPLESHIP.

Over the years we have seen far too many Born Again Believers
make wrong choices based on their lack of knowledge of the
scriptures. The aim of this ministry is to bring to light what the
Word of God says about living the Christian life.

Over the coming months, we will be publishing discipleship

material to be used to help both young in the faith and the not

love for God.

closer with God.

day!

May God richly bless you as you
begin this journey in walking

Have a great and wonder-filled

Practical Christian Living Centre

so young in the faith understand the wonders of walking hand
in hand with Christ, our risen Lord!

Currently we offer training in Basic & Intermediate Evangelism
(8—90 minute sessions), a 1 day (4 hour) crash course on evan-
gelism (perfect for youth groups), a 10 week Biblical Financial
Freedom (10—2.5 hour sessions) and a Financial Stewardship
(4-90 minutes sessions).

As this ministry grows our prayer is that many will come to a
deeper understanding of the scriptures and as a result, a deeper

THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD

4. Yet again, God is unchanging in his
promises. Ahl we love to speak about the
sweet promises of God; but if we could
ever suppose that one of them could be
changed, we would not talk anything
more about them. If | thought that the
notes of the bank of England could not
be cashed next week, | should decline to
take them; and if | thought that God's
promises would never be fulfilled—if |
thought that God would see it right to
alter some word in his promises—farewell
Scriptures! | want immutable things: and |
find that | have immutable promises
when | turn to the Bible: for, "by two im-
mutable things in which it is impossible
for God to lie,” he hath signed, confirmed,
and sealed every promise of his. The gos-
pel is not "yea and nay," it is not promising
today, and denying tomorrow; but the
gospel is "yea, yea," to the glory of God.
Believer! there was a delightful promise

which you had yesterday; and this
morning when you turned to the Bible
the promise was not sweet. Do you
know why? Do you think the promise
had changed? Ah, no! You changed;
that is where the matter lies. You had
been eating some of the grapes of
Sodom, and your mouth was thereby
put out of taste, and you could not de-
tect the sweetness. But there was the
same honey there, depend upon it, the
same preciousness. "Oh!" says one child
of God, "l had built my house firmly
once upon some stable promises; there
came a wind, and | said, O Lord, | am
cast down and | shall be lost.” Oh! the
promises were not cast down; the foun-
dations were not removed; it was your
little "wood, hay, stubble” hut, that you
had been building. It was that which fell
down. You have been shaken orn the
rock, not the rock wnderyou. But let me
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tell you what is the best way of living in
the world. | have heard that a gentleman
said to a Negro, "l can't think how it is you
are always so happy in the Lord and | am
often downcast." "Why Massa," said he, 'l
throw myself flat down on the promise—
there | lie; you stand on the promise—you
have a little to do with it, and down you
go when the wind comes, and then you
cry, 'Ohl'l am down;" whereas | go flat on
the promise at once, and that is why [ fear
no fall." Then let us always say, "Lord
there is the promise; it is thy business to
fulfill it.” Down | go on the promise flat!
no standing up for me. That is where you
should go—prostrate on the promise; and
remember, every promise is a rock, an
unchanging thing. Therefore, at his feet

cast yourself, and rest there forever.

Continued in Next Issue




